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in touch
Applying God’s word to heart and mind

Grief” unit. This gives me some hours in the middle of the day
to see city friends - or even my husband! I am really enjoying
this unit as it complements the pastoral care units I am going
to do.
Janice Yates is no stranger to College. This is now the eighth
unit of her Diploma!
I find the two hour lecture each week much easier than a three
hour lecture every two weeks. I don’t lose concentration so
much in the shorter class. I love the teaching at Mary Andrews
College. Jill McGilvray who teaches “Understanding Grief” is just
wonderful!

Gail Piper and Friends

Report Card
on the NEW

At Mary Andrews College, we are always looking for ways
of improving our delivery of classes. We want to enhance
people’s learning, and sometimes that means
thinking outside the square, and looking at
something entirely new.

“

Meanwhile, during the day, the new unit Disability and God’s
People has met a real need. Julie Horgan is a new student to
College. She has always had a heart for those with a disability
and her church is planning to set up a Jesus Club, to cater for
those with disabilities.
I have realized what an untapped way this is of bringing
unchurched people into the church. It is a great way of
connecting with the community, and providing genuine
friendship for those with disabilities, she told us.
She also has only good things to say about her
teacher, Louise Gosbell.

Monday nights are no
longer the quiet evenings
they used to be at
College. Now, the lecture
room, library and kitchen
ring out with the sound
of enthusiastic voices.

Monday nights are no longer the quiet
evenings they used to be at College. Now, the
lecture room, library and kitchen ring out with the
sound of enthusiastic voices.
Gail Piper is a new student to College this year, and she has
embraced the routine of study.
Mondays are a great time to catch up with friends in the
City. I do the unit “Old Testament Overview” in the
morning, and then at night, I return for
the “Understanding

She is so down to earth and personable! But
her lectures have plenty of content and her
passion for helping those with disabilities
really comes through.

“

In 2014, we have introduced a number of
new units, a brand-new 2 unit course in
cross-cultural ministry and evening classes.
As the year is just about half way through,
now is a great time to check on each of
these innovations, and see how they are
working.

As we often say, every student has a story, and this evening
class is full of stories about the benefits that the time of day has
added to the excellence of the teaching.

Our
final new
venture of
2014 is the
Cross-Cultural
Ministry Course.

Lecturer Cathy Harris
couldn’t be happier with
the way it has begun.
We have done all sorts
of interesting things.
We walked around the
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city looking at evangelical churches, and noting the other
languages they used in services. We had bible translators
from Wycliffe come and show us the incredible importance of
people having the Bible in their own language. But the most
fun was our food assignment! Students had to find recipes
and ingredients to make a dish from another culture. Many
of them got to know neighbours that had never spoken to,
or they met local shopkeepers and restaurateurs! I’ve been
really thrilled with the way the students are engaging with the
subject. So many of them are already involved in some form
of cross-cultural ministry, and I have been deeply impressed by
their desire to improve their knowledge and skills.
So there it is…..three new ventures, all off to a flying start.
As this is a report card, let’s give all three an A!

Enrolments for next
semester are now open.
Go to http://www.mac.
edu.au/courses/enrol
or call Sarah on
9284 1470
Cathy Harris

Report
from
Myanmar
Jackie Stoneman has returned from
Myanmar, and gave us this report.
Moses with his wife and daughter

Women’s conference in Yangon

This year’s trip to Myanmar (partly
supported by donations from people
who attended the 2013 Oasis
conference) was a time of great
encouragement and challenge.
We were part of three women’s
conferences around the country.
At the conference near the Thailand
border we met a group of women
who had been displaced from
their home three times. They lost
everything each time. One woman
only owned one set of clothes. Yet
they were hungry for God’s word and
found comfort in learning more about
God’s faithfulness as we studied an
overview of the Bible.

to see how they are becoming more
and more self-sustaining. They are
so resourceful! When their tractor
needed repair, they got all the boys to
watch the repair, and now they can
do it themselves!
One great encouragement was to
meet up with Moses again. He was
in the orphanage when we first
went there six years ago. Now he
is a pastor, and married with a little
girl. When we first met him he had
a serious bike accident and badly
broke his leg. That time greatly tested
his faith. Just recently his wife and
daughter nearly died in childbirth.
Both are now doing well. What a
challenge to see them trusting God
and looking for opportunities to serve
Him!
Everyone we met is so grateful
to know that there are people in
Australia who care about their
physical and spiritual needs. Some of
these people pray for their Australian
supporters every day. Please continue
to keep these precious women and
orphans in your prayers.

It was wonderful to meet up again
with many faithful women who
are serving God in very difficult
circumstances and with few
resources. They teach us so much
about trusting in God and doing what
they can with what they have.
Burmese sisters who have been displaced

As we visited the two orphanages
that we support we were encouraged

Jackie and friend

Families
and Aging

difficult. Many of the middle generation respond anxiously to these
changes…and that can produce great conflict.
So, what is the answer? We asked Jenny for three tips to help
those struggling with these issues.

This year’s Christian Care Network of Australasia’s (CCNA)
conference is only a few weeks away. The conference this year
turns to the important subject of aging, and a stellar line-up of
speakers, including the Rev. Dr Andrew Cameron, Dr Andrew Cole,
Donna Meehan and David and Ann Hewetson promises to bring
insight and challenge to this most vital topic.

The trick is to keep talking. Continue to relate to your parents as
people, not patients. Remember that change will often produce
tension, so don’t distance yourself from the problem. Finally,
stay open in your conversations about health, medical care and
independence. Don’t avoid the tough issues.
We are so looking forward to Jenny’s talks at the CCNA conference.
There is still time to register, go to www.oasis.org.au/ccnaregister.

Jenny Brown, of the Family Systems Institute is also a keynote
speaker, and she took some time out to give us a tiny taste of her
expertise in the area of aging and the
effect it has on families. We wondered
what the really big issue is in families
dealing with aging relatives, and the
answer was fascinating.
The big issue is about adult children
having a falling out with an aging parent.
The middle generation is busier and more
stressed than ever before. Caring for
growing children, as well as aging parents
means that there are so many family
transitions, the whole family system can
come into conflict. Watching your parents
become vulnerable as their health declines is

Regular Rate: $310
Day Rate: $195
Closing Date 7 July 2014
Lunch, morning and afternoon
tea are provided.
To register, visit
www.oasis.org.au
or call 9284 1470.
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Register
now!

Venue: Novotel Sydney
Central
169-179 Thomas St, Sydney
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Jenny Brown

A word from

Jackie
Rev. Jackie Stoneman,
Director of Studies

Dear Friends,
As you have seen from the article on page
two, I have recently returned from Myanmar,
where a small team of women and I visit each
year to teach the Bible to some of the Christian
women there. Every time I go, I feel like my
world has turned upside down! I meet so many
amazing people who love God so much, and
love others so much, it has changed their lives.
And every time I go, my life is changed as well,
as I pray that God will make me more like those
wonderful servants of his in that country.

Marge Mills

When we teach the Bible in Myanmar, we so
often see the deep hunger these women have
for the Bible. So many of them live in isolated
villages, where there is little or no teaching, and
many of them are the only Christian in their
families. They are so grateful that we come to
teach and encourage them.

At Mary Andrews College, it is a different
picture. Most of the women here have many
opportunities for good teaching. Some are the
only Christian in the family. Even if they
are, they will have access to books,
As Director of Studies here at
to other Christians, to online
College, I am constantly
resources that our friends in
juggling two things that I
I am constantly
Myanmar can only dream
want our students to have:
juggling two things
of. I see that very same
a deep and committed
that I want our
Bible hunger in the eyes
knowledge of the Bible,
students to have: a
of our students here. And
and compassion. I want
deep and committed
I see the same desire to
them to have the same
knowledge of the
serve, to make a difference
compassion the Lord Jesus
Bible, and compassion.
in the lives of others, to
had. The compassion that
show the true compassion the
led him to teach his hearers
Lord Jesus showed when he took
about the Kingdom of God, as
our sins upon himself.
well as to fulfil their practical needs,
whether that was feeding them or healing
Please continue to pray with us for the
them.
on-going work of the College, and that every
single student may learn to know, serve and
What we want at Mary Andrews College is for
love the Lord Jesus in all her ministries, even
all of our students to read, understand, and be
more each day.
able to teach the Bible. We want them to love
the Bible, because it is the very word of life.
Yours in Christ’s service,
But we also want to equip our students with
practical skills to step into ministry situations
with the Bible on their lips and true compassion
Rev. Jackie Stoneman,
in their hearts. Then these two things will be
Director of Studies
brought together in Christ-centred service.

“

Join us at
College for
an Open
Day!
Come and meet the lecturers and
other students. Get a real taste of
what it means to be a student at
Mary Andrews College. Find out
how easy it is to begin studying
with us.
Each open day begins at 10am and
goes on to 12 noon, with a break
for a sumptuous morning tea!

Open Days are on:
Wednesday 11 June
Friday 20 June
Thursday 3 July
10am-12pm
Level 1 St Andrew’s House
464-480 Kent St Sydney
NSW 2000
Everyone is welcome! Call Sarah
on 9284 1470 or go to
www.mac.edu.au/about/opendays
to book a spot

Mary Andrews College
Level 1 St Andrew’s House
464-480 Kent St
Sydney NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 9284 1470
Fax: (02) 9261 2864

www.mac.edu.au
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