Jackie

a word
from
Rev. Jackie Stoneman,
Director of Studies

Dear Friend,
Would it surprise you that women often have no idea of the influence they’re
having in people’s lives?”
It’s true! Actually I’m sure you agree. Because as you may have already read in
our cover story – the women who have the most dramatic impacts on our lives
might be the ones most surprised to learn that they were the ones who made
such a difference.
Rev. Terry Bowers knew that a scholarship for Joanne Magee (page 3) to pursue
a Diploma at Mary Andrews College would be all the encouragement she would
need. He even sent in the application on her behalf!
Rev. Terry knew Joanne would be able to become a woman of influence and he
wanted “to encourage Joanne to join in benefiting the way others had.” If only
we all had encouragers like that!
Yet, many women found them at our annual Oasis Conference at the Collaroy
Centre in June. These occasions are really like “streams in the desert” where a
woman can be refreshed by fellowship or drink deeply from a time of quiet study.
In all this, I hope you get a greater sense of how God is using your gifts and
prayers to empower more women to influence lives that need to know about
the care and love of Jesus. So thank you once again for your support and the
tremendous encouragement you are to our students, staff and me personally.
God bless you!

Rev. Jackie Stoneman
Director of Studies
Mary Andrews College
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Come say hello!
Our city campus is offering Course
Information Days for those who want to
learn more about what areas of study
we offer, visit our library and facilities
and get to know the faculty and staff.
You’ll have a chance to learn more
about how our courses are structured,
what you can expect from them,
how FEE-HELP can support Diploma
Students and how your study at Mary
Andrews College can benefit both you
and your church.
Course Information Days are 10am to
1pm on:
Monday 29 November
Friday 3 December
Thursday 20 January
Hop on a train and discover how easy
we are to get to. Why not combine your
trip with an afternoon of shopping or
catch a movie?
Please RSVP on (02) 9284 1470 to let
us know you’re coming!

women of influence through a ministry of care

Mary Andrews College
trains a new generation
of women of influence
How your support is empowering our ministry
of care.

F

or many, the greatest impact another person can have on our lives is through
their care. Perhaps it was that they took the trouble to encourage or pray,
help out in a crisis, or just listen. And they may not have even realised the
impact they had!
That’s the amazing thing about caring. Because women of real influence are
other-person-centred, they have the potential to change people’s lives for Jesus in
profound ways.
This couldn’t be more relevant than within Pastoral Care. It’s a ministry that
continues to increase in its demand, particularly as we’re living in a society
of continued uncertainty. From global unrest to more immediate daily issues
Through your
– whether it be the cost of living, economic downturn, employment or even
support we are able
national security. We’re living in an impatient ‘now’ society with unknown
to build women of
tomorrows.
influence through a
No wonder there’s an increase in Australians living with high anxiety! This
ministry of care.
year alone, it is estimated that over one million Australians will suffer from
And many lives are
depression. Unfortunately it’s become an epidemic of modern life and yet only
few will seek assistance.
being changed as a
result!
But how wonderful it is to know that we serve a God who has come to give
us life and in abundance through Christ. And how even more encouraging,
that He can use you and I to serve others and bring the encouragement so
many need through the ministry that truly does care.
This is the heart of Mary Andrews College. Through your support we are able to
build women of influence through a ministry of care. Many lives are being changed
as a result!
Some of our students and graduates use their practical skills to see others through
hard times. Others pray with people and have learned how to sensitively share a
scripture that brings new hope. You can find any one of them sitting beside the...

Welcome to the new
Development Officer
Welcome Robyn Powell to the team!
She will be working for our parent body,
The Anglican Deaconess Institution
Sydney Limited as the Development
Officer which will involve a significant
amount of her time focusing on Mary
Andrews College.

“

Library appeal update
Warmest gratitude to everyone who
has prayed for and donated to our
Library appeal. So far $27,000 has
been given towards our target of
$30,000. This is a wonderful effort
and enables us to build our library
into a fantastic resource!
Thanks to the support of friends like
you, we are currently purchasing
books that will support all our
students with the best possible
materials – and will also equip the
library in the area of Pastoral Care.
We are grateful for your heart of
generosity that inspires more women
to serve Christ and help influence
those in need!

”

continued on page 2
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...dying, calling someone who is
away from church, helping out in
a soup kitchen, or reaching out
in friendship to a struggling single
mum.
You also might see them leading
Bible study groups that help people
integrate God’s word into their
everyday lives. Or listening to a
person who reveals for the first time
the horror of their abuse.
Being influential is a by-product of
caring. However it is also intentional.
The writer to the Hebrews says: “Let
us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good
deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit
of doing, but let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.” Heb
10:23-25
This is about intentionally being
people of influence. And it doesn’t
just apply to our students! It applies
to all of us, as this is one of the “one
another” commands in the New
Testament.
We are to influence or encourage
others to live out our faith and
we need others to influence and
encourage us to do the same. It is
important to remember that these
verses are in the context of the big
picture of what Jesus has done for
us in his death and resurrection and
looking forward to his return.

Through your support of Mary
Andrews College, you help promote
the positive influence that women
can have in other people’s lives –
particularly through caring. Your gifts
and prayers help develop women
who love and care deeply from their
hearts. Women who understand
that they can only become change
agents for Christ because of his love
flowing through them.

“

Through your
support... you help
promote the positive
influence that women
can have in other
people’s lives –
particularly through
caring

”

Women who influence and
encourage others by who they are in
Christ!
So thank you for your partnership in
encouraging women from all walks
of life to be positive influencers for
Christ. We are deeply grateful for
you!
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A new year, with
new subjects
Early next year
women will
begin study in
an exciting new
subject: Ministry
with Seniors.
This course will
not only equip
people to know
how to care
for seniors but
will also explore how seniors can
take advantage of the wonderful
opportunities they have to care for
others.

J

oanne’s successful studies at Mary
Andrews College are a far cry from her life
six years ago when she was forced to leave
her job due to ill health. Refusing to see this
setback as the end of her career, Joanne
learned as she recovered that life holds
potential for ever more rewarding pursuits.
Looking around, she found people affirming her gifts
and encouraging her to try new things. A minister’s
wife asked her to really consider doing women’s
ministry because she thought Joanne would be
“amazing at it.” Joanne’s minister, Rev. Terry Bowers,
felt the same.

We are also offering a subject that
will encourage and sharpen the
skills of people involved in crucial
ministries with children. Another
new subject on offer is Archaelogy
and the Bible. As always, we will be
offering our very popular Pastoral
Care, Certificate and Diploma
courses that have benefitted so
many people – and expanded their
horizons.

While Joanne was on holiday, he learned
that bursaries were being offered to study a
Diploma subject at Mary Andrews College.
He knew it would be difficult for Joanne to
afford such a course without one – especially
as she might not get financial support at
home. Rev. Terry says:

You will find with this newsletter
a copy of the brochure for courses
starting in February 2011. You are
encouraged to look for something
that inspires you. Or think of
someone you know who could
benefit from a course – and influence
them to take up the challenge!

s
i
s
a
O

“Joanne works very hard at preparation for
any Bible teaching her ministry requires.
With all this giving, I wanted Joanne to be
built up herself. I thought she would benefit
from serious Bible and ministry study
offered by a Mary Andrews College subject
– and I knew she would enjoy meeting
other classmates who I envisaged would be
like-minded about serving Jesus.

An

of Refreshment

O
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n the last weekend of June, 350 women filled
the Collaroy Centre for the inspiring Oasis
Conference – finding themselves not only amazed by
the beautiful scenery, but inspired by the powerful
teaching. Each one also enjoyed great opportunities
to participate in workshops and worship.
One of the unique strengths of the annual conference
is that, like a real oasis, each person can take whatever
she needs. Some women grab all the opportunities
for input and fellowship. Others need time out to slow
down after all that the year has thrown at them and
drink deeply in quiet reflection.
Participants describe a great sense of renewal. One
said, “I go to many conferences and often find they

are cerebral. I come
home overloaded
with detail I have to
try to remember. This
time, I came home
refreshed!”
Another said, “I
loved that there was
flexibility to spend
time with friends or
by myself in prayer
and reflection – the
program was really
well set out this year.”

“

I go to many conferences
and often... come home
overloaded with detail I
have to try to remember.
This time, I came
home refreshed!”

”

– Oasis Conference attendee

Thank you for helping make this year’s Oasis Conference a
reality through your support of Mary Andrews College!

Thank you for helping make this year’s Oasis
Conference a reality through your support of
Mary Andrews College! And be sure to put next
year’s conference in your diary for next 1-3 July.
The theme is “Who Cares” and the speakers will
be Jill McGilvray and Rev. Jackie Stoneman.
CDs are available from this year’s Oasis
Conference. Please use the enclosed reply
form to order your copy. Thank you!

“

I pray that I can convince
many of the need to grow
in knowledge of God’s
word and be prepared to
use the wonderful gifts
that God has given them.

”

– Joanne, pictured here

“I also felt that the scholarship
criteria was something that
Joanne met. I hoped that by
getting a taste of the benefit to
herself and ministry that came
from a Mary Andrews College
subject, Joanne would also be
encouraged to try and find a way
to undertake further study.”
It seemed like a perfect fit, but
Joanne was visiting China – and
out of contact. So he amazingly
applied on her behalf, trusting
that the bursary award would help
Joanne decide whether she could
take up this opportunity.
Well, she did get the bursary
– and the subject offered on
the day she could start at Mary
Andrews College was the very
one her supporters had in mind:
Women’s Ministry Studies!

Joanne admits to feeling pretty
scared when she started –
remembering that school had not
been a good experience in her
younger years. But after attending
Mary Andrews College, Joanne
is even more excited about
women’s ministry, and she says
her real passion is in caring for and
encouraging the women in her
sphere of influence.
As Joanne recently shared, “I can
feel the potential for great growth
in women at my Church and I
pray that I can convince many of
the need to grow in knowledge
of God’s word and be prepared
to use the wonderful gifts that
God has given them to build
relationships.”
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