Rev. Jackie Stoneman,
Director of Studies

Jackie

Dear Friends,
Here we are at the beginning of a new year and already this is shaping up to be the
busiest, most exciting year the College has ever seen!
Let me tell you a little about what’s happening over the next few months.
•

On 30th March we will be celebrating the graduation of yet more women
who have completed their Diplomas, Advanced Diplomas and Pastoral Care
Courses. As usual, we will be in the Chapter House of St Andrew’s Cathedral in
the City and would love to see everyone... past or current students... there to
celebrate with us. Give us a call if you want to come.

•

Oasis Conference is expanding! On 3rd March, our friends in Canberra will
have the opportunity to experience Oasis. The topic is “Pastoral Care… Who
Cares?” We are also in talks with people in yet another state to take Oasis
there. Who knows where Oasis might go next?

•

We are throwing a party at Emu Plains… just because we can! Our association
with St Paul’s Emu Plains is long and very fruitful, so we thought it was time
to celebrate that partnership. We hope to see students and staff (both
current and past), along with members of the St Paul’s and Emu Plains
communities, to give thanks for all the blessings of the past 20 or so years
and to pray for God’s continued blessing on our ministries. The website will
have further details soon.

•

Planning for Oasis 2012 is now well underway. We are thrilled that Dr Sharon
Morris May has agreed to spend some time with us talking about “Life…
It’s All About Relationships.” Dr Morris May is a world renowned teacher,
speaker and author. This is an Oasis you must not miss. Registrations will
open soon… get in early!

I hope you can see why I am feeling a little exhausted already! But I wouldn’t
have it any other way. Daily, I thank God for the joy, privilege and excitement of
ministering in this wonderful place amongst such wonderful people. Thank you
so much for partnering with us in so many different ways. Thank you for your
gifts, your messages of support and, most of all, your prayers. As the psalmist
reminds us,
Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD
watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain. Psalm 127:1-3
May the Lord continue to build our house!
In His Name

Rev. Jackie Stoneman
Director of Studies
Mary Andrews College
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Diploma

Structure
From 2012 the Diploma of Theology
and the Diploma of Ministry will require
only 12 subjects. This means that a fulltime student will be able to complete
a Diploma within 1.5 years (minimum).
The Advanced Diplomas of Theology
and Ministry will now require only 16
subjects. Four of those subjects will
need to be completed at degree level.
So a full-time student could complete
an Advanced Diploma in just two years.

Applying God’s word to heart and mind

A rector’s
response
to Mary
Andrews
College

It has never been easier to get into
that theological study you’ve been
promising yourself, so why not enrol
today? Call Sarah on 9284-1470 to
find out more.

Vinegrowers
Conference
The College is thrilled to
be partnering with Col
Marshall of Vinegrowers
for a one day conference
which promises to be
stimulating, eye-opening
and motivating.
Col Marshall, author of
Col Marshall, will be
“The Trellis and the Vine” leading us for our oneday conference in March.
will be leading us in a
Please plan on attending!
day of thinking about
how to use the programs
in our churches for the sake of people, rather
than for the sake of the programs.
“We want to understand people as we minister
to them from the Word,” he says. “We want
to grow disciples of Christ throughout their
lifetimes and particularly, on this day we want
to see the women of local parishes equipped
to lead others in this life-long growth.”
The Conference is being held on 17th March
at St Anne’s Ryde. Cost for the day is $60
including lunch, with a church discount for
groups of ten or more.
See www.mac.edu.au for more details.

M

atthew Pickering, the rector of
the All Saints Anglican Church
in Nowra, is a big fan of Mary
Andrews College. He recently told us
about the impact the College is having
on the ministry of his church and its wider
community, and of the growth in individual
women in his congregation.
“The Bible tells us that we are to equip the
saints for the work God has for them. Mary
Andrews College has been demonstrably
effective in doing just that. The courses are
theologically rigorous and astute, and I have
noticed that women who attend their lectures
really get into their Bibles. They don’t look

for more programs to commit to but, rather,
they train themselves in the Scriptures and
then they are confident enough to take the
Scriptures to others.”
But it is not only the Certificate and
Diploma courses which impress Matthew.
Last year he invited Mary Andrews College
to run a seminar on listening, which he
found enormously helpful for himself. But
it was the Ministry to Seniors Intensive that
has had a huge impact on his church and
his community.
“Our church was ministering at one nursing
home and had a slight involvement with a
second. We have now expanded our ministry

“

... But it was the Ministry
to Seniors Intensive that
has had a huge impact
on his church and his
community.

”

to four homes… all as a result of the Mary
Andrews intensive. Here on the South Coast,
ministry to seniors is a growing concern as
so many people move here in their...
continued on page 2
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Archaeology

New Diploma
Structure
Makes
Theological
Study Easier
Than Ever!

A Word from
Jackie

A rector’s response
to Mary Andrews
College

Digging up the dirt in
Archaeology

M

any people have an Indiana Jones
within them. The romance of digging
in the desert and looking for
ancient wonders has captivated the hearts
and minds of people for centuries. And we
at Mary Andrews College are not immune to
the wonder and romance!

continued from page 1
... retirement years. We asked Mary Andrews College
to provide some training for us, and they did! I am so
impressed that an organisation based in the heart of the
diocese could ask what people want, rather than just tell
them what they are willing to provide. They responded
to our need. We have now made great strides forward in
connecting with our community. Our ministry has opened
up, both in reaching the unchurched, and those within our
congregations.”

In 2011, we introduced “Archaeology and the
Bible” to our diploma course. We thought our
students would like it, but we were wrong…
they loved it!

Matthew is clear about the value of Mary Andrews College.

Trish Driscoll, who has nearly finished her
Advanced Diploma of Theology, is one student
who has been thrilled to have a Biblical
insight into one of her great interests.

“The College has clearly asked the question, ‘Whom are we
serving?’ They work that out and then they deliver. The final
outcome? Well, it’s an increase in participation in ministry.
They really do ‘equip the saints!’”

new opportunity

A
for Karen.
W
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omen come to Mary Andrews
College for many reasons.
Some want to improve their
Bible knowledge for ministry in their
home church. Some want to grease a
rusty brain. Occasionally, someone finds
a new career path as a result of her
studies. That is exactly what happened
to Karen Davison.

She is grateful for the depth of Bible
knowledge she has gathered over
the years.

Karen has recently been appointed State
Director for Interserve NSW and ACT, and
while she is delighted, she is also a bit
surprised!

We asked Karen what she
would say to someone who was
thinking about studying
at college.

“I’ve wanted to do theological study
for a very long time. But my years as a
missionary in the Middle East with my
husband and children kept me very busy.
On returning to Australia, I realised the
College just suited my life. I began my
studies in 2008 and have nearly completed
my Advanced Diploma. I had hoped it
might make me more employable, but I
never really expected a job like this!”

“Even if you begin with just one
subject… something that really
interests you… do it! You will
get so much out of studying at
Mary Andrews… from the deep
knowledge of the lecturers, the
interaction with other students
and most importantly, you’ll get
a deeper understanding of who
God is, and His plans for you.”

“It has been amazing to understand the
archaeological evidence to support the
Bible,” she says. “Archaeological evidence
for the New Testament is extensive. Rather
than refuting the Bible, archaeology is
unlocking more and more of the Bible.”
When asked what was the best thing about
Archaeology and the Bible, Trish has no hesitation. “Our
lecturer, Dr Karin Sowada, has a wealth of knowledge and
understanding. Yet she was so patient in explaining and
allowing us to explore all aspects of the science. Her
ability to talk about her experiences in the light of her
own faith was wonderful.”
Trish wants to strongly encourage everyone to study
Archaeology and the Bible. “Even if you have never
studied at College before, this is the subject which will
really whet your appetite!”

“The College has really helped me hone
my skills in interacting with the Bible, and
grow in my personal relationship with God.
And I’ve made some great friends along
the way!”

“
”

Karen Davidson, pictured here, says, “The College has
really helped me hone my skills in interacting with the
Bible, and grow in my personal relationship with God.
And I’ve made some great friends along the way!”

“

It has been amazing to
understand the archaeological
evidence to support the Bible...

“Archaeology and the Bible” will be offered again in
Semester 1, 2012. Places will fill quickly, so check the
website or call Sarah at the office to enrol.

The College has really
helped me hone my skills
in interacting with the
Bible...

Dr Karin Sowada,
on the field in Egypt.

Sydney fashion goes North!

H
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Over the past two years at Oasis Conference, we have
been collecting clothes for the Op Shop in Minyerri,
Northern Territory. We asked you to give… and you did!
Thank you!

ere is a story that will make you smile. Over the past two
years at Oasis Conference, we have been collecting clothes
for the Op Shop in Minyerri, Northern Territory. We asked you
to give… and you did!
The photo at right shows Jason Vincent, Esther Wilfred (who
runs the Op Shop) and Rev. Michael Miller with some of the nine
cartons of clothing that you donated.
Please continue to pray for all our brothers and sisters in the
Territory, and especially for Liz and Terry McCoy as they begin their
service at Nungalinya College. It is wonderful that here on the east
coast, we can impact the lives of so many people so far away.
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