Jackie

a word
from
Rev. Jackie Stoneman
Director of Studies

Dear Friend,
At Mary Andrews College we have had a wonderful start to the year. So
many new students have registered for courses and subjects, especially
Pastoral Care and Ministry With Seniors.
Your commitment to Mary Andrews College has made this possible and
I can see women of influence growing in their faith and expectations here
every day. Thanks to your prayers and gifts we are thrilled to have employed
a new teacher– Jill McGilvray– who will also be a speaker at our Oasis
Conference. Read more about how you helped us in the article below.
With the rest of the year ahead, have you thought about what you would
like to achieve spiritually? Why not join us for the Oasis 2011 Conference
on 1 - 3 of July at Collaroy? We’re already 50% booked, so go to the
Conference page on our website. All the booking details are there for you
but please don’t delay, especially if you’re bringing a group. The article on
the previous page will tell you more about the conference.
And while you’re putting the conference dates in your diary, Semester 2
at college starts on July 18 and we have many subjects for you to choose
from. We structure our classes especially around mums with school-aged
children, to make it as easy as possible for you. We welcome people of
all ages. There is also information on the website about FEE-HELP and
bursaries.

Pay less for Oasis!
Be a volunteer for the entire Oasis 2011
Conference weekend and register for only
$200 (includes accommodation in a cabin
room and all meals).
This offer is limited to the first twenty people.
Duties over the weekend are varied, but will
include
• directing people to parking
• registration and welcoming
• ushering in the auditorium and dining room
• helping out with setting up workshops
Volunteers must be reasonably fit and healthy.
If you are interested, call Leeanne Smith on
(02) 9284 1470 or 0403 867 545.

As you know, no building is stronger than its foundations and I am so
indebted to you for your continued support of Mary Andrews College.
Every year we release more
trained people to impact our
society, and churches, and we
can only continue to do this
In December last year we asked for special donations to fill the gap for developing
because of the support of faithful
Pastoral Care training. We are so excited that your generous giving and prayers have
friends like you!

Your giving employs a new teacher!

Thank you and God bless,

Rev. Jackie Stoneman
Director of Studies
Mary Andrews College
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College Enrolments increase!
Semester 1, 2011 has got off to a flying
start with a 37% increase in enrolments from
Semester 1, 2010. New and returning students
have shown their support for the new subjects
‘Archaeology and the Bible’ and ‘Ministry
with Seniors’, which are underway with large
classes.
We are thrilled with these numbers, but even
more thrilled to know that each number
represents a person who is improving their
bible knowledge and skills in order to serve
God and influence their church and community
through a ministry of care.
Our prayer is that God will bless, guide and
teach every student and every teacher this
semester.

meant that we have been able to employ Jill McGilvray for two days a week to teach,
among other things, Pastoral Care.
So far $14,372 of the $29,500 needed specifically for this project has been given and we
continue to trust that the remainder will be raised so we can increase our staff hours even
more.
So often we hear women (and men) say how much
more confident they are after having done the courses
at Mary Andrews College. What they have learnt has
opened up a whole new world of ministry for them.
So through your prayers and giving to Mary Andrews
College you are making a difference!
And we are constantly developing this ministry,
so please join with us in asking God to continue to
direct us so we can train our students to be amazing
New Pastoral Care teacher, Jill McGilvray, will
women of influence. Thank you again for your support! be speaking at this year’s Oasis Conference.
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women of influence through a ministry of care

Pastoral
Care student’s
life takes
unexpected
and exciting
turn!

At Mary Andrews College we are passionate about encouraging and teaching
Pastoral Care. Our students come to class with open hearts and minds, and we
teach them and then send them out with the prayer and expectation that God will
use them mightily. Often we hear stories from our students about how God has
answered our prayers. One student we heard from recently is Seng Eng Low.

S

eng Eng studied the Pastoral
Care Course in 2010. Her original
intention was to understand
more about the practicalities of pastoral
care with the hope of growing the
ministry in her own church. Her plans
were small and she was unsure of how
God would use the things she would
learn. But God had more planned for
her than she had ever imagined!
While studying, Seng Eng also worked
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“

… the things I had learned
in the Pastoral Care
Course,’ Seng Eng says…
‘set me apart from the
other candidates.

”

Ministry With
Seniors subject
attracts students
of all ages

for Uniting Care as a community care
worker. Because of her interest in pastoral
care, Seng Eng was encouraged to apply
for the position of Pastoral Care Worker.
‘Some of the questions I was asked in
the interview I answered directly from the
things I had learned in the Pastoral Care
Course,’ Seng Eng says. ‘Later I heard
that this was what set me apart from the
other candidates. My answers...
continued on page 2

Oasis
Conference
2011!

A Word from
Jackie

Pastoral Care student’s
life takes unexpected and
exciting turn!

2011

conference

continued from page 1
...showed a deeper understanding of the
needs of people, especially the emotional
and spiritual needs, and their needs for
physical care.’

“

Now Seng Eng works 16 hours a week
visiting and caring for the elderly. She talks
to them about their lives and offers to pray
and read the Bible with them. ‘Even those
who don’t have a
faith,’ she says, ‘are
happy to be prayed
for!’

It’s through your faithful
support that Mary Andrews
College is having such a
penetrating impact in our
communities.

”

Through your support
Seng Eng is just one of
thousands who have
studied at Mary Andrews
College and become
women of influence
through a ministry of care.

Seng Eng also has
a caring role with
the staff and leads
devotions at the
beginning of staff
meetings. ‘I use
the things I learned
in the course
constantly,’ she
says. ‘Some things
I may have known
intuitively but now
I understand why it is more helpful to
people.’
But what about her original intention
of growing the pastoral care ministry at
her own church? ‘That has happened

too!’ she says. Her rector, Reverend
Cliff McDonnell, has given Seng Eng the
freedom to reinvigorate pastoral care at
their church. Reverend McDonnell says
‘Seng Eng has had a great track record
in pastoral care, but the (Mary Andrews
College) certificate gives the rest of the
church confidence in what she is doing.
The course has really helped Seng Eng
focus her intention and spur other lay
people on to pastoral care.’
It only took Seng Eng two semesters
to complete the course, yet that short
amount of time has profoundly affected
the way she looks at pastoral care. ‘What
attracted me to the model taught at Mary
Andrews College is that it is a discipleship
model. We want to grow people, not just
do some kind of band-aid, patch-up job
which would leave them much the same
as they were.’
Pastoral care is not about band-aids. It’s
about the powerful changes God can
make in the lives of people who need
care through people trained to help them.
And it’s through your faithful support that
Mary Andrews College is having such a
penetrating impact in our communities.
Thank you!

Thanks to your support these Burmese women were
able to attend the women’s conference in Myanmar.

hose responsibility is pastoral care? What are the
W
gifts needed to exercise pastoral care? What has the
Bible got to say about pastoral care? How can we help
our churches become more caring places?

D

aily through courses at Mary
Andrews College, and annually
through our Oasis Conference,
we are committed to teaching God’s
word to equip women to serve Christ.
We want to help them find within
themselves their God-given abilities,
along with the Holy Spirit’s enabling
power, so that even the most uncertain
person will be a women of influence.

At our Oasis Conference this year we’ll
be looking deeply into ‘loving people’
and helping them through the painful
issues of life. It can be hard to know
what it means to love someone – how
to speak into their life with your words
and actions, and to caringly point them
to Jesus.

Our workshops at Oasis will focus on
pastoral issues including depression,
dementia, mental illness, grief and stress.
We will also have seminars on music
with Nicky Chiswell, drama, learning to
listen, mentoring, identity, etc.

“

I loved that there was
flexibility to spend time
with friends or just be
by myself in prayer and
reflection.

”

This July at the Oasis Conference, Jill
McGilvray and Jackie Stoneman will
Tiffany attended Oasis last year. She said,
walk with you through life’s issues
‘A group of women from our Church
using the book of Ephesians, a book
have been coming to the conference
that grounds us in our identity in
for many years. We all enjoy the rest
Christ, reminds us of the lavish love
from the everyday responsibilities of
and extraordinary power of God, and
home and family. It is a very encouraging
challenges us to serve the body of Christ. weekend where our relationships with

God and our relationships with each
other are strengthened.’
And Laura said, ‘I loved that there was
flexibility to spend time with friends
or just be by myself in prayer and
reflection.’
This July, join us as an individual or bring
a whole group from your church. The
cost is $240 per person including meals.
The cabins have ensuite bathrooms,
the view is spectacular and the whole
weekend will be an investment into
your own well-being, as well as an
opportunity to develop your skills in ‘one
another’ ministry.
If you are coming as a group from your
church, please get your bookings in
soon as we are already close to 50%
capacity. Group booking forms are
available online (see below).
For further information,
and to book, go to
www.mac.edu.au/Oasis2011Conf
or call us on (02) 9284 1470.
We’re looking forward to seeing you!

Ministryattracts
with Seniors
subject
students of all ages
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Through your support Anne Walker is having an impact on her
retirement village community where she is meeting people
with great spiritual needs.

Anne Walker is a 78-year-old student at
Mary Andrews College and is studying
the new Ministry With Seniors subject.
She has just moved into a retirement
village where she met people in their
nineties who had great spiritual needs.
She had already completed the Pastoral
Care Course but wanted to focus on
working with the elderly as well as
prepare herself for old age.
As Anne says, ‘I thought if people have
been there into their nineties then I’ve
got maybe another 10 years or so to do
something for God.’

A

nother Ministry With
Seniors student, John
Lance, is a retired
clergyman and says, ‘I’m
excited about what I’m learning,
especially that we need to find out
what seniors’ real needs are and
that they need to be listened to.’
Joy Southwell is another student
this semester. She says, ‘I’ve
learnt lots, like how important
seniors are within the church and
how much they have to offer. At
the aged facility where I volunteer,
I knock on doors in the hostel and
chat to people.’

The Ministry With Seniors subject
looks at the needs of people
as they age, their place in the
church, their mental health and
how to use practical support
as an opportunity to share the
Gospel with them. Australia’s
aged population has increased
by more than 170% over the past
two decades compared with a
total population growth of around
31% over the same period. This
means there is a far greater need
to care for the older population.
It’s only due to support from
people like you that Mary

Andrews College can run the
Ministry With Seniors subject to
help reach out to the previous
generation.
The subject is running for the
first time this semester and
registrations are now open for
Semester 2 starting in July.
If you would like to extend
your personal ministry into this vital area,
please contact us on (02) 9284 1470
or go to www.mac.edu.au/courses
to register.

John Lance

Joy Southwell
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