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Applying God’s word to heart and mind

Student….lecturer….
missionary…...
conference speaker!
Liz McCoy, now a lecturer at Nungalinya
College in Darwin, could well be the face
of Mary Andrews College. Her association
with us goes back to 1996 when she began
studying for an Advanced Diploma.
Liz has many memories from her Stanmore days as a
student
The most memorable thing about studying at Mary
Andrews College (apart from cycling from Redfern
along Salisbury Road alongside very large trucks in
pouring rain, praying for safety!) was the wonderful,
stimulating discussions and exchange of ideas with
teachers and fellow students who so clearly shared a
deep love for God and a desire to grow in faith and be
equipped to serve him
So all-encompassing was Liz’s desire to share her love of
the bible with other women, it took very little time for
her to move from student status, to staff. In 1999 she
began lecturing, and this continued until 2010 when she
and her husband Terry realized that God had a different
path for them.
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...through creating
a safe place in the
classroom students
would be happy to
share struggles as
well as joys.

Her years as a lecturer were rich with
teaching and learning.

As a lecturer I hoped that God would
use me to teach well and faithfully so
no matter what subject I was teaching,
the students would be able to integrate
what they were learning with their daily
lives so it would help them grow as
Christ-like people, not just in their faith
and ministry but also in every aspect of
their lives, as mums, wives, and workers.
I hoped that through my teaching and through creating
a safe place in the classroom students would be happy
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to share struggles as well as joys. I wanted them to be
encouraged by one another and know that God was
speaking to people’s hearts as well as to their minds.
After all those years at College, Liz and Terry set out
on a new adventure. Yet perhaps the seeds for that
adventure were being planted and watered even in her
student and lecturer days!
One of the very significant things God used in leading
me to Nungalinya was the great joy I had in seeing
many of my students grow amazingly in confidence. I
felt that being able to encourage confidence in those
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who are initially less confident could
be very applicable to working with
Indigenous students. Towards the end
of my time as a lecturer I also tried to
investigate how the college could work
more closely with indigenous people
around Sydney. Now I think God was
gradually increasing the desire to walk
alongside indigenous Christians.

is a hugely relevant and significant topic
for us to think about. We all know such
a mix of people from many different
cultures - different ethnic groups, ages
and social backgrounds. God calls us
all to care for one another, so here is
an opportunity to think together about
how to do this well grounded in Biblical
teaching.

And now Liz returns to us…not as a
student or as a lecturer but as a keynote
speaker at Oasis Conference 2013. To
say she is excited is something of an
understatement.

We are thrilled that Liz, along with her
colleague Dr Jude Long, Principal of
Nungalinya College, will be with us at
Oasis this year. They will be bringing two
indigenous sisters, Gamiritj Gurruwiwi and
Mandy Manggurra, with them.

Oasis 2013. Wow! What an
opportunity! Cross-cultural pastoral care

Report from
MYANMAR

th
Jackie & Chris wi
the children from
the orphanages

In January Jackie Stoneman, Chris
Gerardis and Lynn Pickersgill
(thanks to the support of many at
Oasis Conferences last year) visited
Myanmar for the fifth time to speak
at women’s conferences and to visit the
orphanages that their charity Growing
Hope supports. Jackie tells us,
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The women at these conferences are so
grateful to all those in Australia who made it
possible for them to attend. They see these
conferences as a spiritual lifeline. Many women
are isolated and some are
the only Christian in their
family or village.

Thank you to
those who
helped make this
possible.

Don’t miss this
opportunity to have
a great weekend
learning to care across
cultures. Time is
running out to book,
so gather your friends
together and visit
www.oasis.org.au for
all the details. Liz just
can’t wait to see us all!

We took 30 clergy couples
away on a retreat at the
beach. Some of these people
had prayed for 10 years to
be able to do something
like this. They soaked up the
teaching and enjoyed

precious fellowship with one another.
Another highlight for us was the unexpected
opportunity to run a 2-day conference for
the workers of Child Evangelism Fellowship in
Yangon. Once a month CEF conducts an event
in a cemetery and 250 children come. These
children come from very poor families and they
are seen as the scum of society. Now they
have weekly Bible groups and 100 children
come each week. 40 adults have also become
Christians.
Our final highlight was to take 50 children
from two orphanages to the Burmese
equivalent of Luna Park. They each had
two rides and then spent the afternoon in
the swimming pool. Most had never been
swimming before. We were able to visit them
on another occasion and share in a service of
praise and worship to God. We had
the privilege of sharing God’s word
with them. They are like spongeseager to learn all they can.
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So thank you to those who helped
make this possible. You have
deeply encouraged many people
in a country that is so opposed to
Christianity and we look forward
to hearing how God used the
seeds that were planted and the
encouragement that took place to
build His Kingdom.
Chris, Lynn and Jackie with some

of the participants at the women’s

conference.

The GRADUATION &
the BOOK Launch
Graduation 2013 was
the biggest graduation
in Mary Andrews College
history! Twelve people
received a Diploma or
Advanced Diploma,
one person received a
Certificate in Theology,
and twenty people
graduated from our
internal Pastoral Care
Course.

Jill McGilvray &
Deborah Bush

Nicky Lock

Margaret Wesley

Altogether, nearly two
hundred people gathered
together in the beautiful
space at Village Church
Annandale to listen and watch,
to applaud and congratulate.
For Deborah Bush who has just completed
the Pastoral Care Course, this celebration was
extremely significant. As well as receiving a
certificate in pastoral care, she notched up the
title “author” with the official launch of the book
Loss and Discovery: Responding to Grief with the
Compassion of Christ and the Skills of all God’s
People.
Deborah is one of several people (including Director
of Studies Jackie Stoneman and lecturer Margaret
Wesley) who contributed a chapter to the book,
which is a product of the first Christian Care
Network of Australasia (CCNA) conference.
Deborah can easily see the connection between
the two events. Reflecting on my own experiences
of grief I see that there is much more to caring
than meets the eye. What I have learned at Mary
Andrews College has been all about head, heart
and hands. So when Jill
McGilvray asked me to
submit a paper I had
written to the CCNA
conference, I felt very
privileged. I still feel
very privileged to be
both a part of the
College and a part of
this book.
Nicky Lock, keynote
speaker for the
graduation ceremony,
was pleased to be
able to launch the
book officially.

Whilst there are numerous writings on grief, it
being a universal and difficult experience, there
are fewer options where that element of human
life is examined through the Christian lens; seeking
meaning in that place. I am pleased to be involved
with launching such a heartening resource for
family, friends, carers and ministers to the grieving,
that provides an array of essays from Australian
writers exploring facets of the grief journey.
But the most excited person of the night had to
have been Margaret Wesley! Not only was she able
to see many of her long-term students graduate,
but as editor of Loss and Discovery, she saw many
months of hard work come to fruition.
CCNA aims to be a bridge between Christian
theology and a world in need: to bring together
the best thinking from theological colleges and
universities and the best practice from caring
professions and make it all available in an accessible
form to support Christian people in sharing God’s
love with the people around them. I hope and pray
that “Loss and Discovery” will do just that with the
challenge of grief, and I look forward to the many
other needs we will consider in conferences and
publications in the years ahead.

Loss and Discovery is available online
at www.oasis.org.au/conference/lossand-discovery-book.
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For most people
who come to
Mary Andrews
College as
students or
visitors, the first
face they see
and the first
voice they hear
belong to our
registrar, Sarah
Barry.
Sarah’s job is…..big! She liases with
students about anything and everythingsubject choice, FEE-HELP, assignments,
timetables. She also works with the
Australian College of Theology in
keeping all the official paperwork ticking
over. She even buys the milk for the
students’ morning tea!
Sarah came to work at College in 1996
as an administrative assistant, and took
on the position of registrar in 2008. In
that time she has seen many changes.
We have changed location twice and
our name once. There has been a
huge increase in student numbers,
and we now have a purpose built
facility to make everything, from access
to borrowing books, easier for our
students. We can now really focus on
the courses and on helping students be
equipped to serve Christ better.
Sarah’s favourite part of the job is
meeting new students every year,
getting to know them and walking
alongside them during their College
experience, whether it be for one
semester or over many years.
Director of Studies Jackie Stoneman
cannot imagine life at College without
Sarah!
Sarah has outstanding administrative
gifts. But she also has such a caring
heart for students, and these two things
combine wonderfully as through Sarah,
our courses function so smoothly and
our students get the best experience
possible. I am so thankful to God for
Sarah!
Please join us in thanking God for
Sarah, and asking for his continued
strengthening of her to do the important
job he has given her.
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