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Applying God’s word to heart and mind

It’s almost 30 years since Alison Payne left university
after just one year. Now, two years into a Diploma at
Mary Andrews College, she has amazed herself with
not only her ability to study for and pass exams and
assessments, but also her joy in hitting the books again.
“Each subject is so different to the last one! I have loved
studying Hebrews, but then, Pastoral Care with its
practical side has been fantastic as well,” she says. “It
has been a real confidence booster…to know that I can
do it! I’m learning so much! I thought I already knew a
fair bit about the Bible, but I’m finding that the pieces
of the puzzle are now joining up…all the little bits of
knowledge I had are making a complete picture.”
Alison’s husband Tony has not been at all surprised that
she has done so well at study. “We have noticed that a
lot of women, as they approach the
empty nest, often wonder
what to do next in life.

Tony, who is theologically trained himself, has been
impressed by the standard of
teaching at College. “There is
real substance and quality in the
I’m not studying
content, and it is being delivered
so that I can then
at a level that someone who
minister, I’m
has not studied for a very long
ministering as I
time can take it in and benefit
go along and as I
greatly.”

!

learn more.

We asked him what he would
say to other husbands whose
wives are considering studying
at College. “ I often think about the many places in the
world where women are forbidden to study the Bible.
Yet we have this resource right here, freely accessible
for anyone who wants to take it up! Mary Andrews
College provides a golden opportunity…it’s easy, it’s
cheap and it’s open to anyone. There are no downsides,
only positives! I’d really want to urge other husbands
not to be like me and wait for your wife to suggest it.
Encourage her to get started!”
As Alison told us, “I want to spend the rest of my
life ministering to others better. I want to lead Bible
studies better and care for people better. I’m
not studying so that I can then minister,
I’m ministering as I go along and as I
learn more. My time so far at Mary
Andrews College has been truly
fantastic! “
Why not join Alison it 2013?
Visit www.mac.edu.au for all
the information you need.
Alison & Tony Payne
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A Student
AGAIN!

Alison wanted to think about what she could do to
serve others in the next phase of her life, once the kids
had all left home. I have seen only positives come out
of her experience at Mary Andrews College. She has so
much more confidence in talking about the Bible, and
we have had so many great discussions about the Bible
and theological topics!”
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Caring"Across
Caring Across Cultures -

Oasis 2013

As the new year gets underway, our thoughts
turn to the middle of the year! Oasis 2013 will
again be held on 21-23 June at the Collaroy
Conference Centre.
We are so excited that two old friends of the
College, and of Oasis will be leading us on
this weekend. Jude Long and Liz McCoy who
now work together at Nungalinya College in
Darwin will be taking us through a weekend of
thinking about “Caring Across Cultures”.
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Liz McCoy can’t wait to
get there! She told us,

It all sounds
too good to
miss!

“I attended a Mary
Andrews College
conference with a group
of women from Redfern
before I started studying
at College fifteen or
sixteen years ago. I
have loved going ever since, especially since
it became the new look Oasis conference! I
really missed it in 2012 so was prepared to
go to any lengths to be able to come in 2013,
even if I had to be one of the speakers to do
it!! It will actually be a great privilege,
though very daunting (I hear the 2012 Oasis
was great!), but I really look forward to

seeing as many of you as
possible.”
Jude Long has been
giving a lot of thought to
her preparation for the
weekend, but wanted just
to tease us by saying,
“We often assume caring
is a gift from the powerful
to the powerless, the
carer to the one in need.
But perhaps we have it
the wrong way around ?”

Dr Jude Long

It all sounds too good to
miss! Places are already
filling very quickly, so
be sure you don’t miss
out on your preferred
accommodation. Visit
www.oasis.org.au for
all the details and to
register….and we’ll see you
in June!

Liz McCoy
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The Joy of Intensives
Nan Howard has not done any form of
study for thirty one years. So she began an
Intensive Pastoral Care Course at Hoxton
Park.

Even though Nan has always been heavily
involved in ministry at her church, she quickly
realized that she had much to learn.
“I realized that in the past I have never really
distinguished between pastoral care and
counselling. I now see that I don’t have
to be a professional, all I have to do is
listen, and then try to provide any practical
assistance to help relieve the suffering
person’s pain and anxiety. I realized that I
have not been a good listener in the past.”
As well as learning new skills, Nan met a
wide variety of women.
“I was blown away by the hearts and
attitudes of so many of the women doing

This year, we will
be running many
more intensives
at all of our study
centres. To find
out all the details,
visit www.mac.
edu.au
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Seeing their energy
and their willingness
to reflect Christ to
others was inspiring!
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“The Intensive really suited me.” she told us.
“As I live on the outskirts of Sydney, a trip
into the city every two weeks would be too
difficult. The Intensive at Hoxton Park was
just a drive up the road, and took just two
weekends!”

the Intensive. Seeing their energy and their
willingness to reflect Christ to others was
inspiring!”

Nan Howard

Summer Reading
A Pioneer Australian Missionary in China
from the Boxer Rebellion to the
Communist Insurgency

Robert & Linda Banks

Two new books have
come on to the market
and we are pleased to
recommend both!
View From a Far Pagoda by
Robert and Linda Banks is the
story of Miss Sophie Newton,
deaconess, teacher, preacher,
evangelist, mentor and advocate
for women’s rights who, in

the early part of the twentieth
century, spent more than thirty
years as a missionary in China.
Sophie Newton’s inspiring story
will challenge anyone whose
desire is to serve God. For
further information about the
book, visit www.acornpress.net.
au.
Fearfully and Wonderfully
Made, a book about ethics
and the beginning of human
life is by Dr Megan Best. In this
book, Dr Best tackles many
difficult questions; Should
I use contraception? When
does human life begin? Should
Christians use IVF? What is the
current state of embryonic stem
cell research?

These are questions many
people grapple with at often
very emotional times in their
lives. Dr Best’s extensive
historical, biblical and medical
research has created the
comprehensive, accurate,
biblically based ethical
handbook that Christians have
been waiting for. This book is
highly recommended for any
thoughtful Christian who is
seeking a better understanding
of the ethics of beginning of life
issues.
For more information visit www.
matthiasmedia.com.au/fwm or
call Matthias Media on
1300 051 220

A word from

Jackie
Rev. Jackie Stoneman,
Director of Studies

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year to you!
already gearing up for another
2013 has barely begun and yet we are
icular will keep us on our toes!
busy year. The month of March, in part
uation ceremony will take place at
On Friday, 22 March, our annual grad
tiful and very comfortable venue,
Village Church Annandale. This is a beau
stairs to negotiate! Check out the
with lots of on-street parking, and no
details, and plan to come to support
website www.mac.edu.au for all the
uates.
and congratulate our hardworking grad
is a Vinegrower’s Conference. We
The very next day, Saturday 23 March,
this conference. The Concept Room
have booked a really lovely venue for
place where Col Marshall will be
at the Novotel hotel, Rooty Hill is the
ples through all of life.
helping us learn to grow Christ’s disci
This will be an inspiring, helpful and
To register, visit www.oasis.org.au .
bunch of your friends together and
very enjoyable day, so why not get a
n?
take advantage of the group concessio
lege of being involved at our
I still thank God constantly for the privi
d someone say that he wished
College. At a conference last year, I hear
earlier as it had helped his Scripture
he had undertaken theological study
We hear many similar stories at
and Sunday School teaching so much.
a bit about the Bible are amazed
College. Even women who know quite
They also find that their confidence
at how their understanding develops.
atically.
in sharing that knowledge rises dram
world what she thinks about
Recently, one of our students told the
College on her Facebook page. She said:
year at Mary Andrews College!
Officially finished lectures for my first
lege and blessing it has been to
Can’t articulate adequately what a privi
the most amazing, encouraging and
study God’s word amongst some of
What a year! So thankful.
knowledgeable women I’ve ever met.
, we are impacting the lives of so
As a college specialising in pastoral care
join us?
many people! Why don’t you come and
Yours in Christ’s Service,

Rev. Jackie Stoneman
Director of Studies
Mary Andrews College

Loss and Discovery:
The book.
Remember the exciting launch of our new
ministry, CCNA (Christian Care Network
of Australasia) in June last year? You
might have been at the conference and
heard some of the papers that provided
insight into a number of perspectives on
the topic, Loss and Discovery: responding
to Grief with the compassion of Christ
and the skills of all God’s people. The
conference brought Christians together
from across a number of denominations,
professions and Australian states to focus
our combined energies on becoming more
effective at loving the people around us in
Jesus’ name.
Feedback from the conference was
overwhelmingly positive, but there was
a common complaint: “It was too hard
to choose which presentations to attend.
I wanted to hear all of them!” With
the recent publishing of our Loss and
Discovery book by Mosaic Press you will
have the opportunity to read them all!
(Well, just about all.) Find out more at
www.oasis.org.au
CCNA seeks to be a bridge between
Christian theology and a world in need,
so when we take on a subject like grief
we know that hosting a conference is
just the start of a process. Our goal is to
get the resources from the conference
out into the hands of as many Christians
as possible so that grieving people
throughout Australia can be comforted
and strengthened by Christian hearts and
hands that are both compassionate and
competent.
The official launch of the Loss and
Discovery book will take place at the Mary
Andrews College graduation on 22 March,
but you can get in early by ordering your
copy at www.oasis.org.au now.
The next CCNA conference will be in early
2014. Details are still being finalised and
more information will be available at the
launch.
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