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Mary Andrews
College loves the
Australian College
of Theology!

The Australian College of
Theology (ACT) was established in
1891 by the General Synod of the
Church of England in Australia.
In 1899, there were four awards
of the College - the Associate
in Theology, the Licentiate in
Theology, the Scholar in Theology, and the Fellow of the
College of Theology - and about 30 students.
Today the ACT offers a wide range of accredited higher
education awards catering not only for the specialised
needs of ministerial and missionary candidates but
also for the needs of lay people interested in an
understanding of the
Christian faith and
its implications for
contemporary
life. The ACT has
almost 20 higher
education awards and
approximately 2400
students around the
world enrolled.

in this
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As an affiliated college, Mary Andrews College
is provided with accountability and a benchmark
for all our standards, especially our teaching. Our
accreditation comes through the ACT, and among
many other benefits, this means that we can offer FEEHELP to our diploma students. Though Mary Andrews
College is officially an Anglican college, the ACT is
multi-denominational, and that is now being reflected in
our student body. These days, we have students from
many different denominations, all benefitting from
our college’s many advantages. Rev. Dr Mark Harding,
the Dean and CEO of the ACT understands those
advantages very well.
“Mary Andrews College has the distinctive ethos of
delivering sub-degree level, ministry-focussed Bible
education, which prepares people for practical ministry.
It has increased its student body using programmes
which have no parallel in Sydney. Mary Andrews
College delivers quality education as they continue
to employ the right people both academically and
personally.”
Dr Harding spoke at the most recent Mary Andrews
College graduation ceremony about the huge changes
he has seen in the College. He recalled that the first
graduation in 1996 involved just a handful of people
and 2 graduates. This year, we saw a record 12
Diploma, 1 Certificate and 20 Pastoral Care Course
graduates accept their awards, while over 150 proud
friends and family members
looked on. And every one of
those students has a story.
Turn the page to read the
stories of some of our current
students……….
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Kim Parish

has been a Christian for just a
little over a year. After making the decision that she
needed to do some further study, the choice came
down to either a vocational Masters Degree, or some
theological study. After a friend recommended Mary
Andrews College, the choice was clear.
“I liked everything about the College…the size of
the groups, the convenient location, the female
environment and especially the female attitude to
ministry. The unit “Christian Belief” has been a great
starting point for me to understand the Bible. I have
been hugely helped in my understanding as a new
Christian, and especially appreciate Jill Williams’ ability
to teach in such a way that tailors the subject to the
individual needs of each student. Next semester I will
be studying Practical Pastoral Care, and next year,
I am really looking forward to beginning the Old
Testament”

Caroline
Maisano started

Semester 1 this year doing
three units, Pastoral Care,
Archaeology and the Bible
and Old Testament. She has
especially enjoyed learning
about the Old Testament.
“It’s been really good to
understand more of the Bible
before Jesus. I love learning
history, and getting the
historical context to help me
understand the Bible as a
whole. The best thing about
College for me is that it is truly my
happy place! I feel I am amongst likeminded people who don’t judge me
but help me!”

Sue Prentice just

loves to study! She has particularly
enjoyed the unit, Christian Belief.
“I really enjoy the academic side of
the College. While I have studied
via correspondence before, I really
prefer being with other people. I
got a lot out of interacting with
others during the Pastoral Care
classes, and the Christian Belief
unit has really helped me to explain
Christian things to others in a better
way. Whenever anyone asks me
about College, I always tell them to come to Mary Andrews
College because you get to be with other people.”

Erica Lee is one of the

youngest Mary Andrews College
students in our current classes. After
finishing her Bachelor of Arts last
year, she is now studying Educational
Support with a view to becoming a
Teacher’s Aide, and Pastoral Care
with a view to lifelong ministry.
“I really enjoy being the youngest
person in the class! Because I have
just finished university I know that
I can do essays, but everyone else
has lots of life experience, and I love
learning from the other women in
the class. I really enjoy applying what
I have learned in my current role as
Senior Resident in a university group
house. I love being able to pastorally
care for the other students, and I
can see that this will set me up for a
lifetime of pastoral ministry.”

KahLin Wormell is now in her second year of study for a

Diploma at the College. She decided to do the unit Archaeology and the Bible
because of the opportunity to travel to Egypt on a field trip, but she got more
than she bargained for!
“The first two lectures seemed to be totally over my head! I thought…what
have I done! Then, in the third lecture, Dr Karin Sowada brought in a bag full
of artefacts from her years on the field. Suddenly everything changed! We
were encouraged to look at, feel and smell the items…to try to work out what
they were used for. It was so much fun. And then I thought….you got me, I’m
hooked! But there is so much more I am learning. One of my ministries at the
moment is to run a group for mainland Chinese students. Even though I am
ethnically Chinese, I quickly realized that these students are very different to
me. What I have learned at College has really helped me in this ministry.”

KahLin is too modest to mention it, but because of her
cross-cultural experience at her own church, she will be speaking on a
panel at this year’s Oasis conference!

of the furniture at College. She has been studying
an Advanced Diploma of ministry for 7 years. In
those years she has done units from theology to
evangelism, church history to individual biblical
books.

I am always
encouraged
by my fellow
students

“I especially enjoyed doing Early Church
History and Reformation history. Early
Christians suffered greatly and are a great
example to us of holding steadfast to
the faith. Church History helped me to
understand such things as the history of
our English Bible and the prayer book.
Since then, I have been able to speak
with friends about the history of their
Orthodox faith. Also, I have been able to
understand more about my own family’s
Protestant and Catholic backgrounds. It
gave me confidence to discuss and learn
more about the key tenets of Catholicism
and Protestantism and their different
approaches to the authority of the Bible.
So a big thanks you to Mary Andrews College both teachers and students!
I am always encouraged by my fellow students
who range in age from 18 to over 70. We are all
pretty ordinary people, but with the extraordinary
purpose of bringing the Lordship of Jesus to our
communities!

Jean Whitfield thought she was
just going to do the Pastoral Care Course, but
things took a different turn.

“Doing Pastoral Care so enthused me, I wanted
to keep going! So now I am doing a Certificate.
I’ve been leading a Bible study group for years,
but I didn’t realize how much I didn’t know!”

“

Nerida Zhao is now almost a part

“

Wendy Whale has

tasted a lot of what the College
offers. As part of her Diploma, she is
doing the Pastoral Care Course and
is thrilled that, as a result, her church
is looking at setting up a pastoral
care plan. But she also ventured into
the world of intensives when she
recently attended the unit Managing
Yourself and Others.
“The intensive was intense! It was
hard work but I learned so much.
I feel my leadership skills were
really enhanced, and
I hope that will make
me more effective both
as a welcomer and as a
deacon at my church. I’m
really looking forward to
studying Archaeology and
the Bible next year, and
especially to the field trip to
Egypt!

A word from

Jackie
Rev. Jackie Stoneman,
Director of Studies
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Did you hear the one about the
podiatrist who became a lecturer at
Mary Andrews College?
She went from caring for soles to
caring for souls!!!!
That is exactly
what happened
to Cathy Harris.
After working
as a podiatrist,
she had a stint
at Bible college,
then moved with
her husband to
do missionary
work in Thailand.
Now we are thrilled that she is with us
at College in not just one role, but two!
“I became a lecturer in July 2011,
because I wanted to see women
growing in their knowledge of God.
So when Jackie asked me to come on
board I was so excited. It was such an
unexpected pleasure. I love teaching
women who really want to learn and
understand the Bible.”
But that was not the end of Cathy’s
College adventure. When it became
obvious that Jackie needed to get
some help with the avalanche of
administration that is involved in the day
to day running of the College, Cathy
again answered the call!
“I love administration! I realize not
everyone does, but to me it is the
structural backbone of the work of the
College. If I can make someone else’s
job easier, free someone up to do the
job they need to do, why wouldn’t I do
it? It is such a pleasure to work amongst
like-minded Christian brothers and
sisters. I now have opportunities I never
thought I would have. It is so wonderful
that God knows our likes and dislikes,
our strengths and weaknesses, and he
puts us in places we would never plan
for or expect!”
We love having Cathy with us wearing
two hats. (Or should that be two pairs
of shoes?) Please join us in thanking God
for this great provision of a wonderful
teacher, administrator and friend!
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