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Letter from Jackie
On the wall outside my office there is a chart where we track our
incoming enrolments for the next semester. By mid-June we had
150 pins representing people enrolling in Semester 2 courses.
Each day more are being added.
As I see these pins, I am reminded that they represent people who will be studying at
Mary Andrews College this coming semester: women (and some men) who come from all
over Sydney, who are from late 20’s to late 70’s, people from different cultural backgrounds,
people from different denominations and stages in their Christian lives, people with different
gifts and ministries in their local churches and Christian organisations, people who tentatively
start studying again, and others who are confidently embracing another unit in order to
complete their course.

First Accredited
Community
Chaplain

What is it that all these people have in common? They are all followers of Jesus Christ,
convinced that it is important to keep being ‘formed’ as a Christian in God’s word. They see
the value of coming to meet with other Christians to learn in fellowship. It is exciting to think
of what God is going to do within them this semester and the benefit that will be to others.
But more than that, these people continue something that God has been doing throughout
the history of His people. As mentioned in this newsletter, we have just celebrated 125 years
of the ministry of deaconesses in Sydney - women who were committed to knowing Christ
and loving others in His name – often in very difficult places. The need for women to continue
to share God’s love in their communities has not changed. Our situations and contexts might be different, but the need for women who
will take up the challenge has remained.

The community chaplains program in the Sydney Diocese is
designed to raise up people who are trained to be more effective as
Christians with the love and care of Jesus in their neighbourhoods
and in institutional settings. People who have studied the Certificate
or Diploma at Mary Andrews College and have completed Pastoral
Care, Practical Pastoral Care and Pastoral Evangelism units in these
courses can apply to be licensed as a Community Chaplain.

Everyday my ‘pin board’ causes me to thank God for the joy of being involved in a ministry that is encouraging women to flourish in Christ
and to continue being part of God building His Kingdom.
There is still some room on my board!! Perhaps you could encourage others in your church to come as well?

Jackie Stoneman
P.S. We are trialling a new e-Newsletter in Spring so please email macmin@mac.edu.au if you would like to make sure your email
address is included. Look out for the next hard-copy newsletter in Summer.

My journey into chaplaincy and pastoral
care started many years ago. Whilst
I didn’t realise it then I can see now how
God has been equipping me. My role of
Administration Manager at Bush Church
Aid (BCA) over the past 17 years meant
that I gained a good understanding of
the difficulties and uncertainties faced by
those serving in remote locations. I came
to understand too the challenges faced
by those in the communities they served.

News from Liz and Terry McCoy
It was a joy to have Liz and Terry McCoy visit Mary Andrews
College recently.
Liz and Terry ask for our prayers:

As I engaged more with these people
I wanted to be better equipped to love and
care for them in my role. I wanted a deeper
understanding of God’s Word, of His plan and
purposes for His world. When I undertook my
first unit at Moore College I had no idea what
lay ahead. After 5 years of part time study,
I completed my Diploma in Biblical Studies
and then undertook a short unit in Hospital
Chaplaincy.

• For the Indigenous people they will
minister amongst; and
• For themselves - for wisdom and love
as they minister in God’s name.
Liz and Terry are looking for people who
will be willing to uphold them in prayer
for this new ministry.

I just wanted to keep learning! It was
challenging – it stretched me – but I now
really wanted God to be able to use my
experiences for His purposes and His glory.

CONTACT US
Ph: (02) 9284 1470
E: macmin@mac.edu.au

Level 1, St Andrew’s House
464–480 Kent St, Sydney NSW 2000
www.mac.edu.au

fold

Liz is a former student, as well as former
Lecturer at Mary Andrews College.
During their visit, Liz and Terry announced
that their role in serving God in the
Northern Territory with CMS will change.
After faithfully serving God’s people at
Nungalinya College, Liz and Terry will
be moving back to Angurugu on Groote
Eylandt. There they will be supporting
the struggling church, and seeking to
encourage and build up the Christian
people who live on Groote.

At a time when my own mother and her sisters
were struggling with decreased mobility
and the early stages of dementia, I became
interested in the Pastoral Care unit offered
by Mary Andrews College. I treasured the time
with my aunts in the nursing homes – and not
just spending time with them but the other
residents as well. I actually felt comfortable
in these situations.
At MAC I enrolled first in Understanding
Grief and then the Pastoral Care unit, being
awarded my Certificate in Theology earlier
this year. It was such a privilege to learn with
like-minded people and I was encouraged
by the empathy for others and passion for
their units that our lecturers shared. I have just
completed a semester in Pastoral Evangelism
and that further revealed the opportunities we
all have to share Jesus’ love with others in our
community.
Whilst it wasn’t my original goal in studying,
God has developed in me a passion now
for ministering to the sick or elderly in a
nursing home or hospital setting and to those
confined to their homes. I believe He has

called me “out of the boat” of administration
into a role of pastoral care. He has used my
past experiences for this – not just for the sick
but their families as well. What a privilege to
serve God in this way especially with those
who are grappling with understanding their
longevity of life with their human frailty.
One lady has questioned why she is still living
– in fact, that’s really quite common. People
lose their sense of purpose, their meaning,
their validity. They no longer have all their
physical abilities and they struggle to make
sense of their situation. It’s important to hear
their pain, to be interested in their stories, and
to find ways to engage with their most pleasant
memories. And it’s such a joy to be able to
share the hope we have in Jesus with them!
– Robyn Williams

Robyn is now engaged at Anglican
Retirement Villages’ Goodhew
Gardens as a Pastoral Carer and
has completed the preliminaries
for volunteer hospital chaplaincy.
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Congratulations to Lisa and Louise

Create and Refresh Weekend
17–19 June 2016

We congratulate two members of the MAC Faculty

It was a wet and cold weekend weather-wise, but that did not daunt
the 22 women who were attending the 2nd Create and Refresh weekend
in the Southern Highlands.

Lisa Champion recently graduated with her Masters in Counselling from
Excelsia College and also received the Master’s Achievement award by
the Counselling Faculty. In 2017 Lisa will begin work on her Doctorate
in Counselling.

These weekends have been deliberately
designed by Mary Andrews College to be
small and relaxing. We take seriously our
humanity and recognise the need to draw
aside for relaxation, refreshment and a slower
pace so that we can have the space to reflect
on God and on our lives.
This weekend we spent time looking at Elijah’s
experience as a prophet of God who seemed
to lose perspective for a while. We looked
at how God cared for him and helped him
re-orientate back to God’s purposes. We also
spent some time reflecting on Romans 8 and
seeing God’s big picture of life as a Christian:
to be secure in Jesus’ death for us; to know
that the Spirit is at work in us; to know that
it is appropriate to ‘groan’ in this life but God
is working His purposes out; to know that
nothing can separate us from God’s love;
and to know that the best is yet to come.
There was lots of time to rest, relax, enjoy
reading, jigsaws, and handcrafts. But what
was really special was the honesty with which
people shared about their lives and the time
to listen and care for one another.
– Jackie Stoneman

We hope to offer more Create and Refresh
weekends in the future so let us know if
you are interested.
Lisa Champion

Louise Gosbell

Quotes from participants:
• What I have found helpful is during the
talks we saw how the rubber hits the
ground. The encouragement to be real,
to know we are secure in God’s love,
to look into our lives and to do business
with God.

What’s Coming Up this Semester?
Below is a list of courses starting in mid-July, and what students have said about these units.

Go to mac.edu.au to find out all the dates for classes. There is great flexibility for people – some weekly
classes, some fortnightly, some intensives. Enrolments can also be taken up to a couple of days before
most units start but the sooner you enrol the better, because places are filling up quickly.

• Thank you for this opportunity to take
a break from business, routine, struggles
of life and recalibrate our lives. The style
of teaching was great. I felt encouraged.
The passages chosen were great for this
weekend, giving us permission to pull
back and look after physical, spiritual
and emotional aspects. The opportunity
to meet with so many wonderful, honest
and caring women and share the love
of Jesus and the journey of life was
immeasurably valuable….. I feel better
able to go back to life and church
renewed remembering that although
there are hard times the best is yet
to come and this weekend I think was
a little foretaste of heaven. Thank you.

• Revelation
Emu Plains on Mondays: Starts 18 July
Dapto on Thursdays (intensive): Starts 4 Aug
“Great unit. Thorough and comprehensive.
Very thankful to have the opportunity to
study this book.”

• New Testament (Certificate)
City on Fridays: Starts 22 July
“This was an excellent class that helped
me tremendously in my understanding of
the Bible and God’s character. Knowing
God better helps me to draw closer to God.”

• Jesus, Lord and Saviour
City on Tuesdays: Starts 19 July
“An interesting and relevant unit.”

• Pastoral Care
City on Tuesdays: Starts 26 July
Hoxton Park on Fridays (Intensive):
Starts 29 July
City on Fridays (Intensive): Starts 22 July
“A very helpful and interesting unit. Much
scope for interaction and discussion and
clarification of ideas and thinking about
pastoral care issues. This unit has been
hugely important and transformational to
my attitude, ministry and walk with Christ.”

• Old Testament Overview
Dapto on Tuesdays: Starts 19 July
City on Thursdays: Starts 21 July
“I really enjoyed doing this unit. I now
have a better understanding of the
Old Testament and how it all fits
together and seeing God at work.”

ADM’s 125th AnniversarY

• Early Church History
City on Wednesday mornings:
Starts 20 July
“Great unit. Really enjoyed it. A very
interesting unit.”
• Ministry with Seniors
City on Wednesday afternoons:
Starts 20 July
“Very practical unit. Easy to apply
to ministry. I plan to use some material
to create training opportunities and plan
new ministries at church. This unit opened
up to me new ways of thinking Christianly
about the important issue of dealing with
dementia in the church, and how the
church ought to respond to it in a Christhonouring fashion.”
• Church History (Certificate)
City on Thursdays: Starts 21 July
“I thoroughly enjoyed everything about it.
I learnt lots historically but it also helped
me in my walk with Jesus. Thank you.”
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• Practical Pastoral Care
(Only for those who have already
done Pastoral Care)
Dapto on Tuesdays: Starts 26 July
City on Thursdays: Starts 28 July
“Love, love, love the things this has taught
me. I have learnt so much from this unit.
Like so many of my classmates I have
been amazed at how little I knew before.
I’m sure my Pastoral Care skills will benefit
enormously from having done this unit.”
• Old Testament (Certificate)
Mittagong on Thursdays: Starts 28 July
“I got a lot out of the unit. It gave me
a greater understanding, put things into
context and inspired me to read the Bible
much more.”

• Disability and God’s People
City on Mondays (Intensive): Starts 25 July
“Fantastic unit with so much depth. Great
resources and lots to think about and plan
for a better church experience for all.”

• Personal Life of Those in Ministry
City on Mondays (Intensive): Starts 1 Aug
“This is a great opportunity to grow in
your relationship with God and to be
a person of integrity.”

• New Testament Overview
City on Mondays: Starts 25 July
“Loved the way studying this enlightened
my own Bible reading.”

• Pastoral Evangelism
City on Fridays (Intensive): Starts 14 Oct
“I feel well equipped to serve in my local
church, community and wherever God
places me to serve.”

• Creative Ministries
City on Mondays: Starts 25 July
“I thoroughly enjoyed Creative Ministries.
It made me think how creative God is and
how we can use our gifts to glorify Him.
Even if you don’t think you have much
talent, you can still use your talent in
some artistic way to show God’s glory.”
• Ezekiel and Ecclesiastes
Emu Plains on Mondays: Starts 25 July
“It was fantastic to study books that
I knew little about.”

MAC News | Mary Andrews College
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Louise Gosbell was awarded her Doctorate in Ancient History earlier this
year. She has since had her PhD accepted for publication and has just heard
that she has been offered a senior research associate role as a collaborative
project between the Ancient Cultures Research Centre and the Department
of Cognitive Science at Macquarie University.

3

fold

Congratulations to Lisa and Louise

Create and Refresh Weekend
17–19 June 2016

We congratulate two members of the MAC Faculty

It was a wet and cold weekend weather-wise, but that did not daunt
the 22 women who were attending the 2nd Create and Refresh weekend
in the Southern Highlands.

Lisa Champion recently graduated with her Masters in Counselling from
Excelsia College and also received the Master’s Achievement award by
the Counselling Faculty. In 2017 Lisa will begin work on her Doctorate
in Counselling.

These weekends have been deliberately
designed by Mary Andrews College to be
small and relaxing. We take seriously our
humanity and recognise the need to draw
aside for relaxation, refreshment and a slower
pace so that we can have the space to reflect
on God and on our lives.
This weekend we spent time looking at Elijah’s
experience as a prophet of God who seemed
to lose perspective for a while. We looked
at how God cared for him and helped him
re-orientate back to God’s purposes. We also
spent some time reflecting on Romans 8 and
seeing God’s big picture of life as a Christian:
to be secure in Jesus’ death for us; to know
that the Spirit is at work in us; to know that
it is appropriate to ‘groan’ in this life but God
is working His purposes out; to know that
nothing can separate us from God’s love;
and to know that the best is yet to come.
There was lots of time to rest, relax, enjoy
reading, jigsaws, and handcrafts. But what
was really special was the honesty with which
people shared about their lives and the time
to listen and care for one another.
– Jackie Stoneman

We hope to offer more Create and Refresh
weekends in the future so let us know if
you are interested.
Lisa Champion

Louise Gosbell

Quotes from participants:
• What I have found helpful is during the
talks we saw how the rubber hits the
ground. The encouragement to be real,
to know we are secure in God’s love,
to look into our lives and to do business
with God.

What’s Coming Up this Semester?
Below is a list of courses starting in mid-July, and what students have said about these units.

Go to mac.edu.au to find out all the dates for classes. There is great flexibility for people – some weekly
classes, some fortnightly, some intensives. Enrolments can also be taken up to a couple of days before
most units start but the sooner you enrol the better, because places are filling up quickly.

• Thank you for this opportunity to take
a break from business, routine, struggles
of life and recalibrate our lives. The style
of teaching was great. I felt encouraged.
The passages chosen were great for this
weekend, giving us permission to pull
back and look after physical, spiritual
and emotional aspects. The opportunity
to meet with so many wonderful, honest
and caring women and share the love
of Jesus and the journey of life was
immeasurably valuable….. I feel better
able to go back to life and church
renewed remembering that although
there are hard times the best is yet
to come and this weekend I think was
a little foretaste of heaven. Thank you.

• Revelation
Emu Plains on Mondays: Starts 18 July
Dapto on Thursdays (intensive): Starts 4 Aug
“Great unit. Thorough and comprehensive.
Very thankful to have the opportunity to
study this book.”

• New Testament (Certificate)
City on Fridays: Starts 22 July
“This was an excellent class that helped
me tremendously in my understanding of
the Bible and God’s character. Knowing
God better helps me to draw closer to God.”

• Jesus, Lord and Saviour
City on Tuesdays: Starts 19 July
“An interesting and relevant unit.”

• Pastoral Care
City on Tuesdays: Starts 26 July
Hoxton Park on Fridays (Intensive):
Starts 29 July
City on Fridays (Intensive): Starts 22 July
“A very helpful and interesting unit. Much
scope for interaction and discussion and
clarification of ideas and thinking about
pastoral care issues. This unit has been
hugely important and transformational to
my attitude, ministry and walk with Christ.”

• Old Testament Overview
Dapto on Tuesdays: Starts 19 July
City on Thursdays: Starts 21 July
“I really enjoyed doing this unit. I now
have a better understanding of the
Old Testament and how it all fits
together and seeing God at work.”

ADM’s 125th AnniversarY

• Early Church History
City on Wednesday mornings:
Starts 20 July
“Great unit. Really enjoyed it. A very
interesting unit.”
• Ministry with Seniors
City on Wednesday afternoons:
Starts 20 July
“Very practical unit. Easy to apply
to ministry. I plan to use some material
to create training opportunities and plan
new ministries at church. This unit opened
up to me new ways of thinking Christianly
about the important issue of dealing with
dementia in the church, and how the
church ought to respond to it in a Christhonouring fashion.”
• Church History (Certificate)
City on Thursdays: Starts 21 July
“I thoroughly enjoyed everything about it.
I learnt lots historically but it also helped
me in my walk with Jesus. Thank you.”

Mary Andrews College | MAC News

• Practical Pastoral Care
(Only for those who have already
done Pastoral Care)
Dapto on Tuesdays: Starts 26 July
City on Thursdays: Starts 28 July
“Love, love, love the things this has taught
me. I have learnt so much from this unit.
Like so many of my classmates I have
been amazed at how little I knew before.
I’m sure my Pastoral Care skills will benefit
enormously from having done this unit.”
• Old Testament (Certificate)
Mittagong on Thursdays: Starts 28 July
“I got a lot out of the unit. It gave me
a greater understanding, put things into
context and inspired me to read the Bible
much more.”

• Disability and God’s People
City on Mondays (Intensive): Starts 25 July
“Fantastic unit with so much depth. Great
resources and lots to think about and plan
for a better church experience for all.”

• Personal Life of Those in Ministry
City on Mondays (Intensive): Starts 1 Aug
“This is a great opportunity to grow in
your relationship with God and to be
a person of integrity.”

• New Testament Overview
City on Mondays: Starts 25 July
“Loved the way studying this enlightened
my own Bible reading.”

• Pastoral Evangelism
City on Fridays (Intensive): Starts 14 Oct
“I feel well equipped to serve in my local
church, community and wherever God
places me to serve.”

• Creative Ministries
City on Mondays: Starts 25 July
“I thoroughly enjoyed Creative Ministries.
It made me think how creative God is and
how we can use our gifts to glorify Him.
Even if you don’t think you have much
talent, you can still use your talent in
some artistic way to show God’s glory.”
• Ezekiel and Ecclesiastes
Emu Plains on Mondays: Starts 25 July
“It was fantastic to study books that
I knew little about.”

MAC News | Mary Andrews College

fold

2

Louise Gosbell was awarded her Doctorate in Ancient History earlier this
year. She has since had her PhD accepted for publication and has just heard
that she has been offered a senior research associate role as a collaborative
project between the Ancient Cultures Research Centre and the Department
of Cognitive Science at Macquarie University.

3

fold

Letter from Jackie
On the wall outside my office there is a chart where we track our
incoming enrolments for the next semester. By mid-June we had
150 pins representing people enrolling in Semester 2 courses.
Each day more are being added.
As I see these pins, I am reminded that they represent people who will be studying at
Mary Andrews College this coming semester: women (and some men) who come from all
over Sydney, who are from late 20’s to late 70’s, people from different cultural backgrounds,
people from different denominations and stages in their Christian lives, people with different
gifts and ministries in their local churches and Christian organisations, people who tentatively
start studying again, and others who are confidently embracing another unit in order to
complete their course.

First Accredited
Community
Chaplain

What is it that all these people have in common? They are all followers of Jesus Christ,
convinced that it is important to keep being ‘formed’ as a Christian in God’s word. They see
the value of coming to meet with other Christians to learn in fellowship. It is exciting to think
of what God is going to do within them this semester and the benefit that will be to others.
But more than that, these people continue something that God has been doing throughout
the history of His people. As mentioned in this newsletter, we have just celebrated 125 years
of the ministry of deaconesses in Sydney - women who were committed to knowing Christ
and loving others in His name – often in very difficult places. The need for women to continue
to share God’s love in their communities has not changed. Our situations and contexts might be different, but the need for women who
will take up the challenge has remained.

The community chaplains program in the Sydney Diocese is
designed to raise up people who are trained to be more effective as
Christians with the love and care of Jesus in their neighbourhoods
and in institutional settings. People who have studied the Certificate
or Diploma at Mary Andrews College and have completed Pastoral
Care, Practical Pastoral Care and Pastoral Evangelism units in these
courses can apply to be licensed as a Community Chaplain.

Everyday my ‘pin board’ causes me to thank God for the joy of being involved in a ministry that is encouraging women to flourish in Christ
and to continue being part of God building His Kingdom.
There is still some room on my board!! Perhaps you could encourage others in your church to come as well?

Jackie Stoneman
P.S. We are trialling a new e-Newsletter in Spring so please email macmin@mac.edu.au if you would like to make sure your email
address is included. Look out for the next hard-copy newsletter in Summer.

My journey into chaplaincy and pastoral
care started many years ago. Whilst
I didn’t realise it then I can see now how
God has been equipping me. My role of
Administration Manager at Bush Church
Aid (BCA) over the past 17 years meant
that I gained a good understanding of
the difficulties and uncertainties faced by
those serving in remote locations. I came
to understand too the challenges faced
by those in the communities they served.

News from Liz and Terry McCoy
It was a joy to have Liz and Terry McCoy visit Mary Andrews
College recently.
Liz and Terry ask for our prayers:

As I engaged more with these people
I wanted to be better equipped to love and
care for them in my role. I wanted a deeper
understanding of God’s Word, of His plan and
purposes for His world. When I undertook my
first unit at Moore College I had no idea what
lay ahead. After 5 years of part time study,
I completed my Diploma in Biblical Studies
and then undertook a short unit in Hospital
Chaplaincy.

• For the Indigenous people they will
minister amongst; and
• For themselves - for wisdom and love
as they minister in God’s name.
Liz and Terry are looking for people who
will be willing to uphold them in prayer
for this new ministry.

I just wanted to keep learning! It was
challenging – it stretched me – but I now
really wanted God to be able to use my
experiences for His purposes and His glory.

CONTACT US
Ph: (02) 9284 1470
E: macmin@mac.edu.au

Level 1, St Andrew’s House
464–480 Kent St, Sydney NSW 2000
www.mac.edu.au

fold

Liz is a former student, as well as former
Lecturer at Mary Andrews College.
During their visit, Liz and Terry announced
that their role in serving God in the
Northern Territory with CMS will change.
After faithfully serving God’s people at
Nungalinya College, Liz and Terry will
be moving back to Angurugu on Groote
Eylandt. There they will be supporting
the struggling church, and seeking to
encourage and build up the Christian
people who live on Groote.

At a time when my own mother and her sisters
were struggling with decreased mobility
and the early stages of dementia, I became
interested in the Pastoral Care unit offered
by Mary Andrews College. I treasured the time
with my aunts in the nursing homes – and not
just spending time with them but the other
residents as well. I actually felt comfortable
in these situations.
At MAC I enrolled first in Understanding
Grief and then the Pastoral Care unit, being
awarded my Certificate in Theology earlier
this year. It was such a privilege to learn with
like-minded people and I was encouraged
by the empathy for others and passion for
their units that our lecturers shared. I have just
completed a semester in Pastoral Evangelism
and that further revealed the opportunities we
all have to share Jesus’ love with others in our
community.
Whilst it wasn’t my original goal in studying,
God has developed in me a passion now
for ministering to the sick or elderly in a
nursing home or hospital setting and to those
confined to their homes. I believe He has

called me “out of the boat” of administration
into a role of pastoral care. He has used my
past experiences for this – not just for the sick
but their families as well. What a privilege to
serve God in this way especially with those
who are grappling with understanding their
longevity of life with their human frailty.
One lady has questioned why she is still living
– in fact, that’s really quite common. People
lose their sense of purpose, their meaning,
their validity. They no longer have all their
physical abilities and they struggle to make
sense of their situation. It’s important to hear
their pain, to be interested in their stories, and
to find ways to engage with their most pleasant
memories. And it’s such a joy to be able to
share the hope we have in Jesus with them!
– Robyn Williams

Robyn is now engaged at Anglican
Retirement Villages’ Goodhew
Gardens as a Pastoral Carer and
has completed the preliminaries
for volunteer hospital chaplaincy.

