Letter from Jackie
In December, the Mary Andrews College staff and faculty headed off for a day to share
together, reflect on God’s word and to pray. We don’t often have that opportunity to be
together as a whole group. It was also a chance for people who had been involved in MAC
for many years to share with those who are joining us next year for the first time.

Summer 2017

I felt so grateful to God that He has put together a team of people who are totally committed
to serving Him through the ministry of Mary Andrews College. We talked about how we could
help the people who study at MAC flourish in their relationship with God and their service of
His people in their various contexts. There is such excitement at what God is doing. He has
provided more physical space, more teachers, the opportunity to expand our curriculum and
to have even greater resources through the wider work of Anglican Deaconess Ministries
(our parent organisation) – especially through the establishment of the Mental Health and
Pastoral Institute.

Introducing
SARAH & KEITH
CONDIE

Thank you for your prayers and support. Please encourage others to join us in 2017
and we hope to see you during the year as well.

Jackie Stoneman

Sarah Condie and Rev. Dr Keith Condie are the
inaugural Directors of The Anglican Deaconess
Ministries (ADM) Mental Health and Pastoral
Care Institute.

BE REFRESHED IN 2017
Our very popular Create and Refresh weekends are designed to give women the
opportunity to slow down in a beautiful, peaceful setting at Mittagong in the Southern
Highlands. There is plenty of opportunity to reflect on God’s word, together with free
time to be creative or simply read and chat. Each weekend is limited to 25 women
and all the rooms are single rooms with ensuite bathrooms.

“We feel very privileged,” Keith and Sarah
said, “to be given this opportunity to help
equip churches to better care for people
with mental health issues at the Anglican
Deaconess Ministries Mental Health and
Pastoral Care Institute.”

When:
• 17–19 February
• 7–9 April (particular focus on prayer)
• 16–18 June

• 28–30 July
• 13–15 October
(particular focus on prayer)

At any one time approximately one in five
people are suffering from some sort of mental
health concern. Keith and Sarah believe that
the resources of Scripture and God’s people
can bring great benefit to such people
alongside the work being done by medical
and psychological professionals.

For more information and to book visit mac.edu.au

GRADUATION

The Institute will be designed to function
at three levels:

Please do come and support
our graduating class at the
2017 Mary Andrews College
graduation night.

1. Prevention – for example strengthening
marriages and family life and assisting
churches in their communal life.
2. Equipping – providing training and
resource materials so that members
of churches can care for each other
more effectively

When: 7:30pm on Friday 24 March 2017
Where: Village Church, corner of
Johnston & Booth Streets, Annandale.
Call the college on 9284 1470
or email macmin@mac.edu.au
to RSVP by Friday 17 March

Ph: (02) 9284 1470
E: macmin@mac.edu.au

To begin with, Keith and Sarah plan to focus
on the preventative level. They hope to
develop a marriage enrichment course they
have been running for some years into a
resource that others can use. They would love
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3. Supporting – providing assistance to
those dealing with long-term mental health
issues, both the individuals concerned and
those caring for them.

to help churches tap their enormous potential
to provide the sort of relationships that we
all need to function well. “After all,” Sarah
observes, “our church family is diverse and not
necessarily biologically related. In His church,
God has brought together old and young, men
and women, rich and poor and people from
many different backgrounds and ethnicities
and we are called to love, care for and help
one other regardless of these differences.”
Sarah says, “We hope to create resources
to educate churches and people on mental
health issues, looking both at how the Bible
speaks into the mental health arena and also
drawing upon the best research in this area.
Together with good psychological and medical
resources, we want to unpack the wisdom of
the Bible and assist churches to pastor those
people with mental health issues and those
who care for them.”
The Institute will also focus on Pastoral Care.

“We’re keen to equip people to
better serve in the area of pastoral
care. A key skill here is listening.”
“We are looking forward to creating resources
that will equip people to listen better as well
as sharing God’s word and praying for those
in need.”
Keith has joined ADM from Moore College
where he has been Dean of Students since

2000, and Lecturer since 1997. Before
ordination and his roles as Assistant Minister
working at Anglican churches in Yagoona
and Broadway in Sydney, Keith was a District
Officer in Mt Druitt with the NSW Government
Department of Youth and Community
Services. No stranger to ADM, Keith has been
a Member of the Council of the Anglican
Deaconess Institution (1993-6) and a Member
of the Management Committee of Deaconess
House (1994-6). He has served extensively
within the Diocese as Member of the Social
Issues Committee (1994-6), Member of the
Taskforce Resisting Pornography (2013-),
and as Chair of the Safe Ministry Board
from (2002-), ongoing.
Sarah focuses on ministry through her role
as Women’s Pastor at Church by The Bridge,
after a long season as a Law Librarian, and
then part-time Staff worker at St Barnabas
Anglican Broadway, and part-time librarian.
Throughout, Sarah has been deeply involved
in pastoral ministry with Keith and in running
marriage enrichment courses that they
developed and now present together. Sarah
is a regular speaker at Christian events, and
has established ministries within the local
church to meet community needs. From 2007,
she has been a Ministry Chaplain to female
Candidates for ordination in the Sydney
Diocese. Sarah will continue to work at
Church by the Bridge part-time, alongside
her role at ADM.

FIRST TRAINEES FINISH ADM TRAINEESHIP PROGRAM

WHAT’S COMING UP IN 2017?

Through the ADM Traineeship program women are trained theologically at Mary Andrews College and gain
practical skills through an ADM funded placement in a Parish Church, encouraging lay ministries in local
churches to thrive.

This year is an exciting year for MAC. As well as renovated spaces, we have new lecturers and units
beginning in February.
In 2017 we are adding a number of
new units to better equip our students
to serve in their local churches and
communities.

Michelle Lim and Janice Dower (Jan) will be two of the first women to complete their ADM Traineeship and to graduate from the
Diploma of Christian Studies at MAC. Here, we interview them both to discover how they have been encouraged through their
studies and Traineeship.

Michelle Lim

How did you come to be involved
in the Traineeship Program?
I was involved in MentAC – a mentoring
cross-cultural apprenticeship at Greenacre
– when I heard about the ADM Traineeship.
I didn’t take up the offer initially because
I thought there were other women who
we could engage in that way. But when it
looked like no-one else was going to take
it on I decided I would apply!

What have you enjoyed most about your studies at MAC?
I really enjoyed grounding the cross-cultural lay-ministry work I was
involved in a Biblical context and studying subjects with the mindset
of using the knowledge I was gaining in cross-cultural ministries. The
assignment for the Holy Spirit, Grace and Hope unit was especially
interesting as I could tailor it to focus on communion – what place
would communion take for a believer from Muslim background, for
example, and how we might shape communion so that it would be
helpful to them. Early Church and Biblical Archaeology have been
useful for SRE, ESL class and one to one discussions with people
from other faiths. There is still so much to discover and learn.
What have you most appreciated about the Traineeship?
Probably that my studies and the previous learning at MentAC were
so complimentary. I loved applying the things I have learnt at MAC in
a practical way in my new Riverwood/Punchbowl church while enjoying
prayerful support from my church of 22 years, Menai Anglican. At MAC
I especially enjoyed subjects where I could tailor the assignments to
suit the ministries I was already involved in. It gave a greater focus
to my studies and greater depth to my cross-cultural ministry.
What opportunities have you experienced during the Traineeship
that you might not otherwise have had?
Motivation to study was a big part of the traineeship. I probably would
have gone into many of the lay ministries I’m already doing but my
studies at MAC have really helped to motivate me. Studying Pastoral
Evangelism was wonderful and I would love the lecturer to turn that
into a program that we can teach in our churches.
Now that you are finishing your Traineeship*, how do you think
it will help you as you serve others in the future?
I’m hoping to engage ordinary Christian believers in cross-cultural
outreach and my traineeship has really helped equip me for this work.
Recently we had 10 university students from Sydney University’s EU come
to Riverwood/Punchbowl wanting to engage with the local community.
I was able to take them to a mosque and to parks to engage with women
from different cultural backgrounds, and then help them to share their
experiences and debrief afterwards. Having people like that come to help
us gives us an extra push to be more focused. Many people will come to
our churches, but some are from a different cultural background that will
not want to come inside a church and we really need to be going out to
engage with those people, rather than waiting for them to come to us.
It’s been such a privilege to do the traineeship and it has surprised me that
God has given me fruitfulness beyond what I expected to have in my life.

• Aid and Development will assist students
to understand the world’s needs and the
efforts of aid agencies to alleviate these
problems and the foundations for Christian
responses. This unit will also reflect
biblically and theologically on human
need and the role of aid and development
in holistic mission.

• One of the big questions is ‘What does
God want me to do with my life?’. Finding
Your Vocation helps people to frame,
discern and follow their vocation as a
spiritual act of worship. Students will be
given the opportunity to biblically study
God’s purposes, including his desire for
human flourishing and shalom.
• Speaking to a Contemporary Culture
will teach students to read, interpret and
speak to culture, as well as helping them
to comment on selected worldviews from
a Christian perspective and to speak
publically in a way that engages with
selected worldviews.

New Lecturers

What have you enjoyed most about your studies at MAC?
The lecturers have been really lovely and I have enjoyed meeting new
people each year in the different courses I have done. It is nice to mix
with like-minded people. I have enjoyed my Traineeship and have
enrolled to do another course next year.

Vivian Cheung
BAppSc (Phty), BTh,
currently enrolled
in MA (Th).
Vivian will be
teaching two
theology units.

What have you most appreciated about the Traineeship?
I have been given many opportunities to grow over the past two years
and have been mentored very well by our Women’s Worker Ans Van
Der Zwaag who met with me fortnightly to discuss any problems and
to give advice on how I could do things better.

Karen Lee
BEng (Hons),
Dip Th/DipMin.

I have also loved being involved in our Friendship Service. The
Friendship Service is an outreach service for people who probably
wouldn’t come to a regular church service. It’s much shorter – only half
an hour – and we share a meal together afterwards. It’s been exciting
to help lead this service and see people move on from this service
to our regular Sunday services.

Karen completed
her combined
Diploma of Theology
and Diploma of
Ministry at Mary
Andrews College. She will be teaching
some certificate units, such as Church
History and Christian Belief.

What opportunities have you experienced during the Traineeship
that you might not otherwise have had?
I have experienced a wide range of ministries – leading our Friendship
Service and being given the opportunity to preach at this service this
year as well, sitting with people in palliative care as well as doing
pastoral visits to others in our community, leading the ESL Bible study
when Ans hasn’t been available to do it and this year I was given
the opportunity to lead ESL classes at our church. This has been
wonderful for me in learning to understand the challenges that these
students face. I have an amazing group and really look forward
to meeting with them each week as we learn from each other.

Kara Martin
BA (Comm), MComm,
MA (ChrStuds).
Kara has a particular
passion for integrating
our Christian faith
and work, as
well as helping
churches connect with the workers in their
congregations. She will be teaching a
number of the new units including Finding
Your Vocation and Mentoring and Pastoral
Care of Workers.

Karen Ray
BEcon, CertTheol,
GradDipCouns,
GradCertProfSupervision
(Pastoral),
GradCertProfSupervision
(Practicum), currently
enrolled DipTh.
Karen, whose background lies is pastoral
care and counselling, will be lecturing
in the Pastoral Evangelism and Practical
Pastoral Care units.

MAC OPEN DAYS FOR 2017
Curious about what studying with us might be like? Come along
to one of our open days in February to meet some of the lecturers,
see the fabulous library, and enjoy a delicious morning tea.

Now that you are finishing your Traineeship*, how do you think
it will help you as you serve others in the future?
I definitely feel more confident and equipped to do things now, after
the Traineeship. I am able to write and preach a sermon, which I’ve
never done before. I’ve gone from being someone who was shy to
pray in church to someone who can pray with people in the middle
of a shopping centre!

Why not come with a friend for a morning at College?
It could be the start of a new phase of life.
Open Days will be held Thursday 2 February 2017 and Monday 6 February 2017
When: 10am–12pm
Where: M
 ary Andrews College
Level 1 464-48 Kent St, Sydney 2000
Call the college on 9284 1470, email macmin@mac.edu.au to book your spot or fill
out the online booking form here: mac.edu.au/news/open-days-Nov2016-Feb2017

*Michelle has one subject left to complete in her Diploma, which she will
do in 2017, and Jan is graduating in 2017.
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• Billy Graham noted that one of the great
mission fields is the workplace, where
Christians interact daily with non-believers.
Mentoring and Pastoral Care of Workers
seeks to enable those in workplaces
to think through at a deeper level the
application of their faith to their working
life, and for those in parish ministry to
develop a biblical underpinning for
their ministry to working people.

How did you come to be involved
in the Traineeship Program?
Our church was looking for more
people to be trained up, particularly for
leadership roles. Our previous minister,
David, approached me about doing the
Traineeship and after thinking it over
I agreed. I am a carer for my husband,
who has had a stroke, and the Traineeship
Janice Dower
was an opportunity to do something that
interested me, get a little respite, study while I am at home with
my husband and be trained up to better serve my church.

• Our new Isaiah unit will look into
the major themes of Isaiah, such as
the Holy One of Israel and the Servant.
It will examine the nature of Old Testament
prophecy and how the message of Isaiah
can be applied in personal understanding
and ministry contexts.
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